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Ws (4) As this memorandum contains secret data as to Defence Forces and total 
_ manpower position, its circulation is limited to a small list of officers who 

» fave occasion to use it. Numbers in Defence Forces must not be published in 
» eny way and the document must be carefully safeguarded. 
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oe (2) The latest statistics hercin are as at tho cnd of Januery, 1944. It 
Sees Noped that future issues will appear about cight wecks after the end of the 
i month to which they relate. 
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4. TOTAL PERSONS OCCUPIED (FORCES & CIVILIANS) 


a Extensive statistical dats obtained from the Civil Registration (C.Re7) son 
BJune, 1943 (which amounted virtually to 2 census of civilian snployment) combined 
with SLabistics of enlistments, has made it possible to See oan accurate statemens 
Mtesotal occupicd persons in Australia us at June 1943 end to revise estimates pre- 

- viously made The actusl figures as et June 1943 are ae below in ccmparisom Wana 
figures for ae 1939 (based on National Register) and with figures for July tae 
dune 1942 based largely on Pay Roll Tax dats (first obteined in July 1941) eomeumem 
Pyith Statistics of enlistments. Figures shown in parenthesis have been interpolated 
)On available evidence. 

TABLE 1. AUSTRALIA : OCCUPIED PERSONS (INCLUDING FORGES) 




















L a a ae es ee 7 3. Re eae hese pe ees a 
a: ee | Bien agape. | | | 2 ee ' Persons not 
- orces | Emp ata i : | € | 
End of | (Gross en-| Self Em- Employees |Unemployes a Total | Winners | = J 
Month | listments | ployed & | at | (all! Bread- | normally | ne coe 
= | less dis- | Rural : Work | causcs') | winners | available: a ee 
! | kJ | 
i “ecm 72) Beker rs wo) | the eatle git 68 : for work | breaduueee 
me mee MALES (THOUSANDS) are 
Ba | no  SO7 Tt | 1495.1 i 264.0 | 
Meee) sa4.0 )«6| «((492.0) | 1551.4 | (80.0) 
1942; 624.3 | (c) | 1455.0 | 26.5 
Meee 693.5 | 407.0 | 1399.1 | 19.5 
| 


Meee |. fe) 4 «-fe) (49's) | 


FEMALES (THOUSANDS) _ 







ly Meee |. 8.0 | 565.6 34.0 6 | : 
Lys 1941 | - eee Gohan |) (20,0) |) (746, 0) | | (55.0) 
ne, 1942, Beas 68.9) | 685.8 | 7.0 | (774.4) | 69944 | (75.0) 
ING g 1943 a bee TAO See. | — |. 708.Grs) 99.3 
comb, Meee) 649.0. | (46.0) | (720.6); (6.3) | (821.8) | | (109.8) 
| TOTAL aera) oe 
Mp 42.9 +#+| 672.1 | 2060.7 | 296.0 3043.7 | 3043.7 | ¢ 
1941) 334.0 | (562.8) | 2205.9 | (100.0) | (3203.4) | 3098.4 | (105,0) 
1942 640-8 | (c) | 2140.8 | 3365 (c) | 3126.0 | (c) 
1943 shy cee temaeet fF 2109.3 || 25.6 | 3326.4 | 3153.8 17266 
Mee Nate(b) to et ka oc (b) The few “"holpers”® in non-rural industries have eee 
tod as "employees". ele helpers in rural industry are included with employers and 
-cmployed, while fomale unpaid helpers in rurzl industry are not included as occupicd 
“a They are considered to be largely cngeg ged in home domestic duties. (c) Not 


(d) Revised since last issue. 
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ae SECRET. 


Combining columns 1, 2 and 3, it is seen that the total number of persons 
occupied in all capscities in the forces and in civilicn work inercased from 
paleo, (00 in duly 1939 to 3,300,600 in June 1943, that is by 854,900; 


Total Persons Occupied in Work or Forces ; Australia. 


duly 1939 dune 1943 Increase 








"O00 010g, "O00 
Meles ae Bey Oo Ps | AES MSI 394.5 
Females .. 640.6 a1 ON rne 160.4 
Totals ag toe f Do OU ea 09046 F 








The sources of this increase in number of persons occupied were as follows:- 


sources of Increase in Persons i Se upee in Work or forces : Australia. 
July 9S bo. June 1c 19 943. 





Meles § Females Total 
'Q00 "O00 000 
Column 4. Decresse in number unemployed oie 244.5 ale S102 
Column 6. Normal increase in number of breadwinners 
available for work ae WiGied 33.4 ELOR 
Golumn 7. Abnormal or war-time increase in number 
of persons occupied in work or forces... 13.3 _ Shine 172.6 
Total Increase: 394.9 _ 160.4 094.9 





The figures shown in column 7 es representing the abnormal or war-time 
increase in number of persons occupied in work cr forces represent persons who had 


retired and returned ts work, persons who would normally have retired but delayed 
their retirement, and persons who would not, but for wer conditions, have ent aeee into 
employment or forces. While there is definite evidence that the number of females 


entering occupation is still increasing steadily, it is believed that the corres- 
ponding number of males has ceased to inercase and may have begun to decrease. 


A further significant war-time change occurred in regard to grade of employ- 
ment. Figures in column 2 indicate that the number of males who were employers or 
self-employed in their own business decrceuscd from 597,100 in July 1939 to 407,000 in 
June 1943, that is by 190,100. The number of females in these categories dogwunene 
erom 75,000 in July 1939 to 46,100 in June 1943, or by 28,900. The decrease in the 
male employer and self-employer group is relatively far greater than that in numbe 
of males employed as wage earners (column 3) and is accounted for by transfer of 
employers and self-employers to forces and to war-time Wege carning employment. 


Sufficient data are not available to present the foregoing complete analysis 
at_ monthly intervals. The 1e remainder of this bulletin deals with monthly figures for 


enlistments and wage and salary earners in employment (excluding rural and household 
domestic). It is presented in form comparable witn that of previous surveys. 


2. FORCES AND EMPLOYMENT (EXCLUDING RURAL AND HOUSEHOLD DOMESTIC) 


The mein features of the January 1944 figures may be summarized as follows:- 


a 


Meless Compared with the previous month, there was « reauction in males in the Forces 
in January of 4,600, while males employed in non-rursl industry showed an increase of 
700. During the year ended January, males in the Forces or employed in non-rural 
industry decressed by 300, the Forces showing a net increase of 12,800 snd non-rural 
employment a net decrease of 13,100. 


Femeles: Total females euployed in industry (cxeluding rural and houschold domestic) 
end in the Defence Forces decressed by 5,000 in Decenbor. The average monthly 
increase during the twelve months cnded Jonuary 1944 was 2,900. The number of* fe- 
males taken into the Forces in January was 100 compared with an average monthly 
increase of 1,100 during the twolve months ended Januery, and the decrease in civil 
employment (other than rural and householc domestic) was 5, 100 in the month compared 
with an average increase of 1,800 during the preceding twelve.mcnths, 


The following table shows as at the ena of July 1939, July 1941, November 
1941, November 1942, and each month from January 1944, the estimated number of 
persons employed is wage and salary earners in industry (excluding rural and household 
lcmestic) and net enlistn ons in the Defence Forces. "Net Enlistments" represents 


the net number cf persons taken into Defonce Forces and not subscquently cischarged 
into civil life, anc includes the permanent Defence Forcecs. 
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TABLE Be AUSTRALIA ~ Wage harners Employed in Industry 
anid Total “Net. Enlis stments _in Defence Forces. | 
1. 2 eee —_ (Thouse: ands) 
Wage Harners | imployed ! 
| in Industry Cenc Ae Gage 
rural- and houschold | “ Bones iinet 
Ve Sree. at orces | b) 


| nse coed | ere 


EL OEE EG REE A IES IES TIE CO et OEE A ELIE ELLIE LLL CELE PELE EOL ELA! OLE LE LOL LE IDOLE 





Total (excluding wage | 
earners in rural 

industry and household 
_domestic service) 


Tote.) net tnlist- 












a 5 ss EA al eS a I LP Sia 

9 = July ee Re ee roy 1,730.2) 12.9) - | 12,91 1,306.0) 437.11 4 5743.1 | 
1941 - July epee, Ode 1 566.51 15911.9 | 334,01 0.21 334.2 | 1697.4 | 548.7 | 2924604 

November ..!/ 1,381.3 | 571.0 1,952.3 | 391.41 3.61 395.0 | 1,772.7 | 574. 2,347.3 | 

1942 - November .. | peor | 612.0 | 1,900.2 | 664.3 | 30.2 | 694.5 | 1,952.5 | 642.2] 2,594.7 | 

1943 - January 2 | be 28559 | 614.9 | 1,900.8 | 673.8 | 36.0, 709.8 ; 1,959.7 | 650.9 | 2 6 Aka 
| April a Ager tee | 629.69 12,907 02 | 686.7 | 4458) 72845 | 4,964.0'| B71te7 | 2ooaben 

May ea) yO an? | 680.7 | 1,906.4 | 690.6 | 43.3 | 733.9 | 1,966.3 | O74 NG 2sesO ay 

June oe 1,273.9 | 634.3. 1,905.2 | 693.5 | 44.7 | 738.2 | 1,967.4 | 676.0| 2,643.4 | 

July OT ts Byer oee | 63344 | 1,903.6 | 696.1 | 46.0 | 742.1 | 1,966.3 | 575 44 | 2,645.7 | 

: August Pe leoosT | 685.7 | 1,905.4 | 696.5 |47.1 | 743.6 | 1,966.2 | 682.8) 2,649.0 | 
September ne 1,257.69 | 030.0 | bg eUtvO | O9Tek | 47 a9 | 745.0 ba eee tu 684.7 | 2049.5 
: October ++ | 1,270.7 | 639.9 | 1,910.6 | 696.3 | 48.1 | 744.4 | 1,967.0 | 688.0! 2,655.0 
November ..) 1,271.0! 641.3 | 1,912.3 | 693.0 | 48.7 | 741.7 | 1,964.0} 690.0] 2,654.0 

| December (c).. | 1,272.1! 641.5 | 1,913.6 | 691.2 | 49.0, 740.2 | 1,963.3 | 690.5 | 2,65268 | 

(1944 - January sei 656.4 | 1,909.2 | 686.6 | 49.1 | 735.7 | 1,959.4 | 685.5 | 2,644.9 | 
(a) Includes employees cf Allied Works Council end Allied Governments, in addition to all 


Other Workers engaged in production of war meterials and services. A.W.O. employees 
first eppeared in May 1942, and numbered capproximetely 40,000 in January, 1944. 

(>) Includes permanent defence forces. See Section 5 of this Survey for latest avail- 
able details of net enlistments in the verious arms of the Services since the outbreak, 
Gf war. The figures represent "Gross Enlistments” less discharges und include dead, 
missing, prisoners of war and wounded. Figures as to enlistments, discharges, etc., in 
respect of Army are in process of revision and the figures Seer be amended when 
Cheek is complete, 

(c) Revised since last issue. 


3. EMPLOYVENT 





EXCLUDING RURAL AND HOUSEHOLD DOWESTIC ) 

The numbers of persons employed in July 1941 snc subsequcnt months (as 
shown in the first three columns of the previous tabie) ere Gissected in the following 
table into four large groups cf employment. 

TABLE 3. AUSTRALIA - Wage Barnors Employed in Industry - 


(excluding Rural and Houschold Domestic 
| (For totals for each month see etove ) 


(Thousancs) 
—————— 
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| 
December .. (82.4 | 33.7116. L490. 8 1211.6 |702.4 1319.4 109.3 |4z6 .7 379.5 |288.5 | 666.0 
,. 181.8 | 32-5/114.3 493.8 |210.3 | 704. 1 1320.6 {110.2 430.8 |376. 6 283.4 | 660.0 | 


| Governmental | : . : Government | | | 
| | i@unitions, Air-j| Other Factories | Employment | All Other 
End of Month | craft, Ship- | and Workshops | _(except | (a) 
| “building | dL Brotory) (a) | Sek 
| pe ene A eee 
1941 - July 7. [51.4 |) 6.7! 601 (505.9 (202. G 708.7 206.0 62.6 |368.6 500.1 [274.4 | 774 
November .. (59.7; 11. 2 | 70.9 |516. 4|210.7 1727.1 (306.5 | 66.4 137249 498.7 282.7 | 781.4 
11942 - December .. (68.4 | 32-61121.0 1488.5 |208.3 (696.8 1320.0 89.3 409.3 '388.9 | 286.5 | 675.4 
1943 - January .. |90.8 | 34.1) 124.9 1488. 1/207.7 1695.8 1320.8 | 90-5 411.3 366.2 (262, .6 | 668.8 
| Pet |, . 92,0. 36.9130. .9|490.5/211. 4'701. 9 |315.9 | 6 1410.5 (376.9 )265, 0| 663.9 
May et 29 89.8 134.7 | 490.212 9.4 1695.6 i314.0 | 35.7 |409.7 /379.6 1285. 8 | 665.4 
June 14 |90.4 | 3964 /130,3 /469.5/ 209.9 699.6 [314.6 | 99,0 1413.6 378.5 /263.0! 661.5 
July »- 189.9 | 39.0 /128.9 1489.5 |205.9 1699.4 316.2 103.8 420.0 374.6 280.7 | 655.3 
August -«. 65.4 | 38.2 126.6 490.5 /210.6 701. 1 316.6 105. 7 |422.3 [374.2 (281.2 | 655.4 
September .. 88.0 | 37.2 eeged 469.9 211.1 1701.0 (317.5 106.3 423.6 372.4 1282.2 | 654.6 
October .. (86.5/ 37.1 123.6 rere 9/2114 703.0 [317.4 (LO7.0 ja24. (374.9 (284. 7 | 659.6 
November «. 64.2) 35. 7 i199 492. 4 |211.7 1704.1 /317.5 1108.0 |425.5 |376.9 |285.9 | 662.8 





Increase. Oe ee | 
Ya2.1| 21.3 43.4 /-22.6/- 0.4 (-23.0) 14.4) 43.8) 57.9/422.1) 0.7 


,» 137.0 |190.2| 61.2/- 4.4|- 0.2) geen ta 6! 66. 0 | 15.5 |-24.5) 
| ta ) imployees on Allied Works Council srojects are mera ee as Government Employment or "All 
Other" according to whether they were working for Governmental authorities or private con- 

tractors. Employces of Allied Governments and local and semi-government bodies are also 
included with "Government kmployment". 
The figures at the foot of the table show absolute amounts (in thousands), and 
percentage of increase in employment since the end of November 1941, indicating the trend 
| of employment in various groups since war was commenced in the Pacific. 


4b g SLORET CRET. 


Government munitions, aircraft and Shipbuilding showed a steady growth in the total 
for both sexes until April 1943. Male employment in Government munition factories 
etc., increased repidly until July 1942, but after that date the monthly increase 

slackened off, and since April 1943, about 10,200 men have beon relezsed. Fomales 


in Government munition works GUC continued to expend until May 1943, but 7,300 
women have been relec.sed since that dete. 


Mele workers in other factories and 1 workshops were increasing when war with 
Jepan started, but then comaenced to declinc, and by the end of 1942 had decreased by 
28,000. ae that time there has been an increnso of By OOS However, a very large 
pycper tion of the workers remaining in priv: to factorics have been transferred to war 


contracts. Female employment in other factories aad workshops nas remained steady, 
and in January 1943 was almost at the November 1941 level. 


Males in Governmental Services other than munition works increased slightly 
until April 1942, but there was a a large increase in May 1942, due to the inclusion of 
such Allied Works Council employees as were working directly for Governmental 
authoritics. In January 1944, there were 5,900 fower males in this group than in 
Mey 1942, The number of females in Government scrvices (other than factories) has 
increased fairly ste.dily and in Janu.ry 1944, stood at 66 per cent. nbove the 
November 19441 level. 


1 


Males in “all other industries" reached a peak in September 1941, and the 
Gecline in suksequent months placed January 1944 at 24.5 per cent. below November 1941. 
This fall has meant the releasing of 122,000 men for the Armed Forces. Fomales in 
"all other industrios" by the end of January, 1944, wore only 700 above the November 
1941 level. 


Summing up the trend of non-rural employment (other than private domestic) 
it may be said that from November 1941 to May 1943, munition etc. works required 
32,200 extra men and 28,600 extra women, but have subscquently released 10,200 men 
end 7,300 women. Between November 1941 and January 1948, other Gore enon: activities 
absorbed 14,100 extre. men and 43,800 women, while othcr factories and workshops 
fedensed 22,600 mcn, and all other industries roleascd 122,100 men. Female employ- 
ment in "Other Factories" and "All Other Industrics" expended by 300 from November 
1941 to January 1944. 


4. MOVEMENT INTO WAGK AND SALARY EARNING AND THE FORCES. 


The following table shows for January 1944 the number of males and females 
enlisted in the Defence Forces, those engaged as wage or salary earners in civil sccu- 
pations other than rural and household domestic pursuits, cand unemployed wage and salary 

earners. Comparison of the changes in each of these groups from pre-war conditicns, 
(July 1939) and from November 1941 is also made. The three centre columns show figures 
for the complete pericd since the commencement of war, while the three right-hand columns 
show that part of the change which has occurred since the entry of Japen into the war. 
VW 


TABLE 4. AUSTRALIA = Summary of Menpowor Statistics as at January 1944. 


r i 
Ss Thousands) 


| : coun | 

| | Totals as at end | July 1939 to | November 1941 to | 
{ 

| 


Particulars | of January 1944 January 1944 January 1944 
f | | (Whole War Period) | (Pacific 
: i oo eee Sho ile Pee ae 
 —— 2 ae cae Manik: tie 
(i) Defence Forces. (Gross aii) | | ) | 
295.21 45.7 340.9 


| 
| | | 
listments less discharges (a) 686.6, age Font | Ofs57 | 49.1 1258 | 
i | 
| ! | 
| ; Sa 
| | came 
a 
| | 
we 38 
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Nar Period 














employed other than rural and 
household domestic workers: 
lWiunitions, Aircraft, Ship- i i | | 
building (Governmental) a” Vena ae iipestietes.n Pie ails 4 102.6 | 
| Other Factories and Workshops; 493. 6 210. a 704.1) 67.2| 63.2; 130.4'- 


Other o° =a 2 1393.6 (1,090.8 |-158. rues tase 


TOTAL: 1,272.8 636. ss ace Bee | oO. 
ies | | 





(ii) Wage and § lary Karners | | | 
| 
: | 

| 21.3 













(iii) Unemployed (through | 


Sickness, accident, unfitness | (b) | (b) | | 
and l=ck of work) ae Has fot ab 
LOTAL DEFENCE FORCES 1,978.9! 691.6 | 


EMPLOYEES & UNEMPLOYED: 
(iv) Normal Increcse in n Wage 
and Salery EBerners: (c) ate 
(v) Persons drawn from "not 
| gainfully occupied" groups (d), 
| employers and self-employed 


and from rural and private 
domestic wag> sarners 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| : : | | 
| | | 
! | | | | 


| = _| 337.9 186.9 | 524.8! 105.3 | 84.4 [189.7 | 





Notes to Table 4: 
(a) Fuller details of Defence Forces enlisted since the commencement of war are 
given in Sestion 5 of this summary. A small number of permanent forces are 
included in (i) above. See footnote (b) to Table 2. 


(b) Unemployed wage and salary earners as recorded at the Civilian Register, June 
1943. 

(c) Hstimated increase in the number of available wage and salary earners due to 
population increase, assuming (in the caso of females) continuation of pre- 
war increasing proportion of females sceking employment. 

' Se : d a 

(d) "Not. gainfully o¢eupied" groups include indcpendcnts, retired persons, women 

and young persons not following an cccupation. 


The preceding table shows that since July 1939, net enlistments in the 
Defence Forces have been 722;800 persons (673,700 males and 49,100 females), while 
479,000 additional wage and salary earners (199,300 additional females offset by 


20,300 fewer males) have been ongaged by industrics other then rural and househcld 
domestic sorvice. This total of 901,800 porsons (653,400 males and 248,400 females) 
has been drewn from- 
Melos Fonales Total 
(a) Unemployed wage and salary carners es 244,500 27 £00 272, 300 
(bo) Normal increase of wage and eae earncr’s Pies OOO 33% 7100 104, 700 
(c) Persons not gainfully occupied, employers 
and self-employed, and rural and private 
domestic wage carners so» 337,900 187,000 —S28,280 
TOTAL s $534 400 _ 248,400 901,800 
Group (c) is estimated to have been made up approximately as followss- 
Persons normally not gainfully occupied .. 71,100 103,600 174,700 
Persons previously rurel wage carners ot 65,400 -30,500x 34, 900 
Persons previously in private domestic 
service oe oe -- 60, 500 80, 500 
Persons normally employers or self-employed 201,400 33,400  _ 234,800 
TOTAL: 337,900 187,000 . 524,900 


% The minus figure represcnts a net movement of women into rural wage earning. 


Tho next table summarizes the salient features of the foregoing analysis 
for males and females separately in three periods:- (a) July 1939 to November 1941 - 
the period of war prior to the entry of Japan; (o) November 1941 to Seyt. 1943 - the 
first 22 months of the Pacific War during which net enlistments reached a peak; 

(c) the four months ended January, 1944. 


TABLE 5. AUSTRALIA - .n lysis of Wunpowor Statistics, 1939-43. 
| | Total for each Period | _Average per month 
| July | 1939 Nov. 1941 (Sopt. 1943 [July 1939. ‘Nov.1944 |Sept. 1943 | 
| Particulars ‘to Novem=-|ta S¢« pt. | to Jan- |to Noven-| ito vept. |to Je nuary| 
ber 1941) 1943 uary mand ter 1944 | 1943 | 1944 ~ 


28 Mths) | a2 ) Nts), (4 _ Mths) | PAS Mths ) (22 iiths )| (4 , Mths) _ 
MALES (THOUSANDS) ss 
“Ine (nae OE (sae Te 



























| Increase in Defence Forces | 378.5 | 305.7 | <=10.0 
| | | | 

Increase in employment (other : | | 

| 












than rural) .«. (Siok SET 

| Total Increase in Forces 466.7 | 192.: 

| and Industry: | me 

|The sources of this increase were? | 

| (i) Decrease in unemployed Cfo amar oc yaa | 04.4 

| (ii) Normal increase in Wage and | | 

| Salary carners ; — 0 | Oe 

iii) Drawn from other gro wwe (b Bee. <i os 
Pa UMA. LES ») 

Increase in Defence Forces oP 6: 


'Increese in employment (other | Ws 
| than rural & household peo ene ! ool. 65% ic 


F 
Total Increase in Forces | 137.5 | 110.1 
end Industry: pale Ree hae Ss 


4 Decrease in unemployed ee 


The source of this incresse was: 
| ii) Normal incrcuse in wage and 






salary earners oe 2061 | 10.6 | 3 | ame 5 
ii) Drawn from other groups (b) | 102.7 | 86.9 ERS amen eS eo | 
(2) See explanation of net enlistments in vection : on a uze 6 hereof. See also foesnotre Cb} 


to Table ommeese 2. (b) As defined in (v) in Table 4. (c) Deelincs due to seasonal movo- 
ment in Junucry. 


O. SECRET. 
Males: During the first period of the war, males in the Forces increased by 378,500, 
and employees in non-rural industry by 88,200, a total increase of 466,700, or 16,700 
men per menth. This large increase was made possible by increase in available wage 
end salary earners (1,600 males per month) by re-employment cf unemployed at an 
average rate of 6,800 per month, and by the movement of 8,300 men per month into 
wage or salary earning or the Forces from the employing group, rural Wage carning, 
and males whe would not normally be occupied (young boys and elderly men). 

From the outbreak of war in the Pacific until September 1943 when net 
enlistments reached a peak, the rate of intake into the Forces averaged 13,900 
monthly. Unemployed, the re-employment of whom averaged 2,400 per month, was ex- 
hausted by June 1943; and the intake of men from employers, rural wage earners, and 
normally unoccupied males was lower then in the early war period, but still averaged 
S000 per month. The number of non-rural wage and selery earners decreased by 
t23,000 or 5,200 per month. 


From September 1943 to January 1944, the number of net enlistments of males 
in the Forces has decreased by 10,500 or 2,600 per month. The number of non-rural 
wage and salary earners has increased 5,000, showing an increase cf 1,250 per month. 
With normal increase of 5,300 becoming available, the nct result has been a decrease 
of 10,800 or 2,700 per month in the number of males drawn from employers, rural wage 
earners, and unoccupied males. This decrease is partly accounted for by the policy 
of returning men from the Army for rural work. It is also apperently due in part 
to the fact that some elderly men who returned to employment in the early days of 
War are now being forced, through physical incapacity, to discontinue working. There 
1s evidence that the total number cf males available for fcrces and employment has 
Ceased to increase and has been declining since the middle of 1943. 


On ist October, 1943, War Cabinet made a comprehensive review of the man- 
power position in Australia. It was decided that in the fcllewing nine months, 
20,000 men were to be divertod from munitions and aircreft production and 20,000 
were to be releasec from the Army, cover and above routine discharges. Oabinet also 
Gecidec the future monthly intake into the Navy, Army and Air Force. A complete 
review of the munitions programmes as at 31st August, 1943, was to be undertaken, 
end men-power under the control of the Alliod Works Council, was to be limited to 
that existing at 3ist August, 1943. 


Releases were to be fcr specific purposes sepproved by the War Commitments 
Gommittee. Cabinet approved cf 15,000 men being releasec for rural incustries as 
an urgent priority. Other decisions includec use of more prisoners of war and 
Civilian internees and, where possible, further civersicns from the less essential 
industries. 


Approval had been granted by 18th Merch, 1944, fcr the following numbers 
of special releases from the Arny: 


Dairying oe Bet oe Other Farris oe ~- ay'Geo 
Food Factories, etc. 1,459 Timber & Box Making oes 
Other Industries ... a eS Totels 10,7414 


Females: Women commenced to be recruited for the Forces about the midale of 1941. 
They averaged only 800 per month from July to November, 1941, but in the next 22 
months averaged 2,400 per month. In the 4 months, September 1943 to January 1944, 
the average fell to 300. Those entering industry averaged 4,800 each month from 
July 1939 tc November 1941, during the next 22 monvhs isis! averaged 3,000, anc in 
the 4 months September 1943 to January 1944, there was practically nc change. The 
largest sources of adcitional female labour were unoccupied Women, women engaged in 
private | domestic service, and employers anu self-employec. women. These sources 
provided 3,700 per month in the period July 1939 to November 19441, 3,900 per month 
during the 22 mcenths ended September 1943. 


The nuxbers of persons enlisted in the Defence Forces since the ccmmence- 
ment of war are summarized from official records in the following statement. The 
gross enlistments are shown in the first colum while the second column represents 
the net number taken into Defence Forces and not discharged. It includes deaths, 
missing, prisoners of war and wounded. This total, with the addition of Permanent 
Forces, is the significant figure for manpower purposes and has been used in the 
preceding tables. It shows the net extent to which the Vefence Forces have drawn 


ie SECRET. 


men end women from civil life, Actually it may be a little understated, as some of 
the persons included as discharges are probably incapacitated, and not fit to resume 
civil occupations. 


TABLE 6. DEFENCE FORCES s AUSTRALIA. 
Enlisted from commencement of War to 31st January, 1944. 
(Full-time continuous duty) 
ay Gross | Net | 
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| Services | | 
| ee | | Hnlistments | Knlistments 
MALES 
Military - A..F. (a) .. ie ole ae 370,357 (b 
Militia (including Garrison) (a) .. | 235,261 (0) | 122,769(b) 
| Neb. 8. a eo 4,670(b) | 2,957(b) 
Air = Hehe i. re 171,576 149,849 
Naval - R.A.N. aid R, ANAS. se 28,929 
_ TOTAL MALES: me 674,861 
FEMALES 
Military - Nurses, A.I.F. (a) Moor ee ere | 2,608 
Nurses, Militia (a) san | 1,346 530 | 
A.A MWS, = A.I.F. (a) 55-8) 3,045 2,607 
A A.M.W.S. = Militia (a) eo | 3,408 2,888 
at ee ees ae ae 21,941 | 20,050 
| Air ial he del ee ie eae. | 17,073 
Rockne. ne Service es | 444 | 444 
| Naval - W.R.A.N.S. and R.A.N.N.S. ao 1,859 | 1,859 | 
meee TOTAL FEMALES: aie ee | 49,156 


(a) These figures allow for transfer from Militia to A.I.¥. units. 
(bo) Approximate, subject to revision. As to Army figures, see 
footnote (b) to Table em=peme 2. 


The largest increase during January in the net figures for males occurred 
in the R.A.A.F. (2,500). The A.I.F. total decreased by 1,000 after taking into 
eccount transfers from the Militia. The net total of the 4.1.F. and Militia together 
declined by 7,100, compared with January. Amongst females the only important changes 
were increases of 130 in the net number of W.A.A.4.F. and 70 in the 4.W.4.8, 
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